LEOH Trip

Eternal Gandhi Museum Houston (EGMH)
January 14, 2026

The museum, located at 12379 Riceville
Road, is a cultural and educational

Et&‘\.m&e museum dedicated to preserving and
Gﬁ“d,’“— promoting Mahatma Gandhi’s legacy

MUSEUM of nonviolent conflict resolution.

In early 2020 a core group traveled
to India to tour several National Gandhi
museums, to gain inspiration for the
design and build of the Houston museum.

Brian Crockett, a museum consultant with
Smithsonian credentials, guided the entire
process, while education consultant
Honor Moorman created a TEK-certified
curriculum for students grade 6-12.




Madison The Gift Shop
welcomed us to the museum was just inside the lobby, and was the perfect place to browse

and purchase unique items following our visit
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ANC “ERVICE. #%
¢ ' .

GENERATIONS TO COME WILL SCARCE BELIEVE THAT SUCH A ONE AS THIS EVER
IN FLESH AND BLOOD WALKED UPON THIS EARTH. - ALBERT EINSTEIN

The above quote was posted in the Gift Shop, above the entrance to the museum proper



The MISSION of the Eternal Gandhi Museum Houston (EGMH) is to “cultivate universal values
of truth, nonviolence, love, peace and service through education and community dialogue and
to encourage visitors to embrace these values in their own lives to resolve conflicts nonviolently”.

Its VISION is a world where conflicts are resolved by nonviolent means.

Student tours of the museum, led by docents, are encouraged.
Students learn about Gandhi’s life, work, and teachings; how global peace leaders have been inspired
to carry on his work; and how to personalize their experience in a meaningful way.
These curriculum-based tours are tailored for grades 6-12 and are aligned to the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

“If we are to teach real peace
in the world... we shall have
to begin with children.”

—MK Gandhi




Beginning in the mid-1700s, the British East India Company

seized control of India’s Bengal-Bihar region and abolished
local rule. After suppressing the Indian Freedom Struggle
of 1857, the administration of British India passed from the
East India Company to the British Crown itself.

For the next 90 years, the British colonial government
controlled Indian courts, schools, public offices, and the
military. The government also passed laws requiring Indians
to buy British-made products and sell to British markets,
resulting in unskilled employment, low incomes, and heavy
debt. Severe famines also ravaged British India, with tens

of millions perishing between 1876 and 1900.

Gandhi’s India

By the turn of the 20th century, roughly
290 million people lived in British

India. Deindustrialization under British
rule transformed India into a nation of
agriculture, with farming and irrigation

largely replacing traditional Indian industries
like textile manufacturing. Despite the
completion of a modern railway system

by 1900, India struggled to blend rural and
urban communities, with a sharp divide in
both literacy and economic means.




FROM A CHILD OF FEAR TO A MAN OF FREEDOM
Born on/October'2, 1869 to . Karamchand'and Putlibal in the

coastal town of Porbandar, India, Mohandas K. Gandhi'was an
inquisitive and'happychild, but timid & fearful, Though he was

not fond 'of school, Gandhi found inspiration inreading classic
Indian plays like Shravana Pitribhakti Nataka and the story
of Harishchandra.

Gentle, but Mischievious

As a child, Gandhi was very shy. As a teenager, however, Gandhi

Each day after. school, he ran home b.ehave'd fnore mischievously. Against
because he feared talking to others his family’s wishes, he was persuaded

/

and becoming the target of their ; by a friend to eat meat, believing it

JL,(’(,(/

jokes. He was also fearful of the dark, i would make him strong. He _8'50 stole
b U
believing unseen thieves, ghosts, or J’f\fgésjg e oneY.on occasion to buy cigarettes.

serpents would attack him at night. S Doth offenses ashamed him.




In 1883, 13-year-old Gandhi married 14-year-old'Kasturbal in an
aranged marriage. Two years later, his father dled. Angulshed by
the loss, Gandhi completed school and an elder.recommended
pursuing & higher education.in law by going to London, England.
With his mother’s blessing, he left India for.London, taking his
first step into the wider world.

nfluenced Gandhi’s formative years certainly include his
nursemaid, comforted his fear of the dark each night, and his young
wife, Kasturbai, to whom Gandhi was passionately devoted.
But none affected Gandhi so much as his mother, Putlibai.

A deeply religious woman, Putlibai visited the Vaishnava temple daily and
never took meals without prayer. She also fasted regularly and without
complaint, instilling in Gandhi a ‘bgli.ef in God and the personal value of
abstinence. Before traveling to L,dridpn. Gandhi met with his mother and
vowed to avoid meat, alcohol, and improper relations with women. He kept
his word. T ;

~ Sadly, Putlibai pz

Kasturbai’s
Courage

Only 14 years old when she was married,
Kasturbai became for Gandhi not just a
wife, but a life partner, a fellow activist,
and a decades-long source of faith and
inspiration. She joined Gandhi in protests
and marches despite having poor health,
and was arrested numerous times and
occasionally forced into hard labor. She
also frequently led other women in prayer
and encouraged literacy education.

In 1918, Gandhi fell victim to a severe
bout of dysentery and high fever. Due to
the intense fatigue, he often imagined he
was dying. A doctor in Bombay pleaded
with Gandhi to drink milk as a treatment,
but he had vowed to abstain from milk in
protest of dairy farmers’ cruelity to cows
and buffaloes. Kasturbai retorted, “But
surely you cannot have any objection to
goat’s milk then.” Gandhi relented and
agreed to drink goat’s milk.

Kasturbai




Enters law school at
University College London

Comienza a estudiar derecho en el
University College de Londres

fasufareera Fias ega & w= it fRign & waw o

Gandhi’s father encouraged
him to enter the legal
profession. At age 18 he
traveled to London to study
law, where he had difficulty
transitioning to Western
culture. He embraced Jainism,
an ancient Indian religion that
practiced non-violence,
fasting, meditation and
vegetarianism.

During his time in law school,
he also began reading
and learning more about
world religions.

Following completion of law
school in 1891, he returned to
India, only to learn that his
mother had recently died.

Mohatma Gondh (bottom right) with the Vegetorian Society. London, 1893.
Gandh/ Research Foundation, Joigoon, indio

Returns to India and
begins practicing law

Regresa a la India y comienza a
ejercer la abogacia
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Finding steady work as a lawyer in India proved challenging, so he
signed a 1-year contract to perform legal services in South Africa.

Upon arrival, he was appalled by the discrimination and segregation
of Indian immigrants imposed by white British and Boer authorities.

Later that year, Gandhi was riding a train to Pretoria in first-class
with the appropriate ticket, when a white man complained about
his presence there. When Gandhi refused to move to the back of

the train, he was forcibly thrown off the train.
This one act of civil disobedience was pivotal to Gandhi devoting
himself to fighting prejudice based on a person’s color.

Forced off first-class train
compartment

Lo sacan a la fuerza del

compartimento de primera
clase del tren
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man

Joins Indian
trading firm of
Dada Abdulla & Co.

Se une a la firma comercial
india de Dada Abdulla & Co.

o STageel QUS HYAl i MR
7w | e




Establishes Natal
Indian Congress

Funda el Congreso Indio de Natal

ATaTer 3fUea FHiow $Ht ST Hit

Gandhi formed the Natal Indian Congress (NIC)
to combat discrimination against Indians in South Africa.

It expanded to champion and provide social
and economic equality for all, regardless of race,
caste, gender or religion.

The NIC later allied with the African National Congress
(ANC) during Nelson Mandela’s fight to end
apartheid in South Africa.

A few years after forming the
NIC, he was assaulted
and almost lynched by an
angry white mob.

Gandhi and his family lived

in South Africa for the next

20 years. He continued to

face threats as he pressed
for equal rights.




Renews his volunteer
ambulance corps to
serve in the Zulu Uprising

e & photograph by AL Twite afier F. Dacd. Wedcome Coliection)

Renueva su cuerpo 9 fage & a1 #3
de voluntarios «carga % o o i

Raises 1,100 ambulance corps
camillas» para servir qqﬁ:qaﬁ'(w
EEICiCTe

volunteers to serve in the

en la sublevacién de
los zulues

Second Boer War

Forma un cuerpo de 1100 voluntarios
e e The Boer War (1899-1902) was a conflict between the
e e g & 41 F B Y 2300 British Empire and independent Boer republics for control
NRAN B s iaat s of land and resources. The British eventually won the war.

Out of a sense of loyalty to the British Empire, Gandhi
assisted the British in both the Boer War and later in what

was termed the Zulu Uprising, by organizing a volunteer
ambulance corps comprised of fellow Indians.




Starts publishing
political newspaper
Indian Opinion

Comienza a publicar el
periédico politico «Indian
Opinion».

i THER-ud gfueaq
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The Indian Opinion
newspaper, published every
Friday, was intended
“for the moral, political and
social advancement of
Indians in South Africa”.

Upon leaving South Africa
to return to India in 1914,
Gandhi published
“A Farewell Letter”
in the newspaper.

Indian

Opimion

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN ENGLISH AND GUJARATI

No. 30—Vor. X1

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2,TIl, 1914, Selalersd st BeGilO. a2 & Rewnpader

—————

A FAREWELL L‘ETTER_

UST before leaving South Africa, Mr. Gandhi
QH handed to Reuters Agent at Capetown the fol-
lowing letter addressed to the [odian and Euro-

pean public of South Africa :—

I would like on the eve of my departure for India -

to say a [ew words to my countrymen in South Africa,
and also to the European commuoily. The kindness
with which both European 3nd Indian Iriends have
overwhelmed me sends me to [ndia a debtor to them.
It is a debt I shall endeavour ‘o repay by rendering in
India what services I am capzble of renderiog there ;
and if in speakipg about the South African Indian
question I am obliged to refer to the injustices which
my countrymen bave received and may herealter receive,
I promise that I shall never willully exaggerate, and
shall state the truth and nothing but the truth.

A word about the settlement, and what it means.

———————

ol last year and we should have laid ourselves- open to
the charge of making new demands,

But I have also assured them that the present settle-
ment does not preclude them from agitation (as has
been mad: clear in my letter 10 the Secretary of the
Interior of the (6th ultimo) for the removal of other
disabilities which th» coinmunity will still sufier from
under the Gold Law, the Townships Act, the Law
3 of 1885 .f the Uransvaal and the Trade Licences
Laws ol Nutal and the Cape. The promise made by
General Smuts to administer the existing law justly
and with due regard to vested rights gives the com-
muoity br :athing-time, but these laws are in themselves
defgctive, and can b=z, as they have been, turned into
eogines of "oppression and instruments by indirect
means to drive the r:sident Indian population from
South Africa. The concession to popular prejudice

econciled ourselves to almost the




INTENTIONAL LIVING

Gandhi came t

_’the key to India’s freedom from British rule lay
in “intentional livin

o by which a person chooses to lead a simple life of
community and self-sufficiency. Beginning in 1904, he opened several
experimental ashrams—communities of like-minded individuals devoted
to simple labor, teamwork, sharing resources, and sustainability.

For Gandhi, the ashram stood as an embodiment of truth—a house without
boundaries of race, caste, gender, or religion. All could live together in
serving a shared cause and finding individual fulfillment. These communes
were also physical reflections of Gandhi’s socio-economic philosophies.
For example, his 1904 Phoenix Settlement ashram was inspired by British
philosopher John Ruskin’s essay “Unto This Last,” which greatly influenced
Gandhi’s devotion to communal living and “Sarvodaya” (upliftment of all).

Upon Ganhdhi’s return to India, he lived in the
Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat.

Phoencx Settiement setders. near Durban, South Africa, 1905
Ganah: Research Foundation, Jagaon, Insa

Opens communal living
“Phoenix Settlement” Ashram

Funda el «<ashram» de vida comunal
<<Asentamiento Phoenix>>

Durban, South Africa



Coins the term Satyagraha
or “holding onto Truth”

Acuna el término «Satyagraha»
o «aferrarse a la verdad»”
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Satyagraha defines a philosophy of nonviolent resistance
developed by Gandhi to combat injustice through love
and moral persuasion, as opposed to violence.

It emphasizes self-suffering, truthfulness, nonviolent
or civil resistance, to convert opponents.

Ahlmsa"’

‘ An ancient spiritual doctrine shared

by Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism,
himsa literally means “nonviolence”

non—hafm‘“Q ” Those who practice

8 refuse to cause harm or suffering
ving thing in thoughts, words,
. They instead vow to show
: tompassion. and love to all.

Althoﬁgh "Gandhl first practiced Ahimsa
| as a young vegetarian, his devotion
' to nonviolence would become the

foundation for the pacifism and conflict
resolution that defined his life. As Gandhi
said, “To one who follows this doctrine,
there are no enemies.”

Satyagraha influenced Martin Luther King during the U.S. civil rights movement, Nelson Mandela’s
struggle against apartheid in South Africa, and many others in their struggles for justice.



TR
experienced in South Africa sethimona Irfelcmgr paiﬁw. - é
The shy young lawyer, unwillingito allow bigotry and inju e@h “fﬁ
thnve had found hisipassion. But he refused to count’ Vic

by refusing to coopera‘te. Prc)tests marches and the bui’ning.. of
registration certificates soonifollowed. He would be beaten and
arrested for his efforts but the seeds (o)f noﬁvrolentresistancé?

Gandhi was
assassinated
by a Hindu
extremist
in 1948.



HIND SWARA]

OR

INDIAN HOME RULE

BY
M. K. GANDHI

Publishes Hind Swaraj
or Indian Home Rule

Publica el «<Hind Swaraj»
o «La autonomia india»

feg @ an
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Indian Home Rule,
written in his native language, Gujarati,

essentially advocated for India’s
independence from the British,

and western civilization in general,

through passive resistance.
Upon its publication, it was banned
by the British authorities.

The book has continued to receive

mixed reviews through the years.

The “Great March” in 1913 was a strike
by miners with the goal of reinstating
fired workers and improving working

conditions by revising scheduled
working hours. The marchers were
mostly non-violent, with a few stones
and bricks thrown, and were met with
gunfire. In all, 25 miners were killed,
with others injured.
Overall, the march was successful,
with miners achieving their goal
of improved working conditions.

Leads 2,100
protesters on
“Great March”
in South Africa

Dirige a 2100 manifestantes
en la «Gran Marcha» en
Sudafrica

Zf&or 3kl # “Ue AT WX 3300
TRl @l Age fohar




A major test of Satyagraha, or nonviolent protest, was the Salt March,

begun by Gandhi after his return to India, to protest the British salt monopoly and tax.

Salt has naturally occurred for thousands of years on the west coast of India along the Rann of Kutch.
This particular salt is of premium quality. Salt was also produced along the coast of the Indian city of Odisha.

Taxes were imposed on Indian salt by the British East India Company, beginning in 1759, following a successful battle and
possession of land near Calcutta. Since that time, taxes continued to be levied on India by the British.

The 1930 march began with many of Gandhi’s trusted volunteers and covered more than 200 miles.
Many Indians joined the march along the way. Gandhi and other marchers were beaten, arrested and jailed.
An American journalist documented the violence; his reporting on the violence
helped turn world opinion against British colonial rule of India.

The salt tax continued. In April 1946 Gandhi made a formal request to a finance member of a British Executive Council
to abolish the oppressive tax. The Council member issued an order abolishing the tax; however, the order was vetoed.
The tax continued until it was finally abolished in 1947 by the interim government of India headed by Jawaharlal Nehru.

Gandhi was assassinated in 1948 by a Hindu extremist.



“I must remind you that starving a child
is violence. Neglecting school children is
violence. Punishing a mother and her family
is violence. Discrimihation against a working
man is violence. Ghetto housing is violence.
Ignoring medical need is violence. Contempt
for poverty is violence.”

—Coretta Scott King
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ure without Conscience
ce without Humanity

Interactive exhibits were on display throughout
the museum. Below right is a display of the
young Gandhi. Pressing each of the 3 touch pads
gives the listener information about him at that
stage of his life.

To the left is an
interactive
display of what
Gandhi
described
in 1925 as the
7 social sins.




The museum pays tribute to other leaders, past and present, committed to facilitating profound social
change through peaceful means. The focus is on timeless teachings and positive outcomes.

‘ Coal'l;;z% Maguire Dr. Martin Dalai Nelson

Luther King, Jr. Lama Mandela
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BE THE CHANGE was a recurring theme.
Gandhi stated that “you must be the change you wish to see in the world”.
The display below illustrates a few of the ways to be the change for love, for truth, and for peace.

As we neared the end of the museum tour, some of us stopped to take one or two (free) colorful wristbands with
affirmative statements such as BE THE CHANGE and NONVIOLENCE. Booths were also available to individuals for a brief
interactive computer exercise, which involved selecting from a choice of responses on how to personally “be the change

you wish to see in the world”. The exercise concluded with a booth photo of yourself with your affirmative statement
that you could then email to yourself to print as a letter-size poster.

The museum visit was not complete without a stop in the Gift Shop! There were many interesting items to choose from,
including items with affirmative statements, and meditative tools such as Singing Bowls and Incense.
And, of course, books on Gandhi. Learn more about the museum at egmh.org.






Michael
Precinct One
bus driver

Following the tour, the group posed once more
for a photo op in front of the museum.

Everyone enjoyed lunch at Luby’s before heading home.

LEOH Trip Coordinator




Future Trip

%B Tuesday, February 10: Houston Ballet Performance and Tour
Do
Self-drive or carpool to The Margaret Alkek Williams Center for Dance, 601 Preston St.

This new facility features nine dance studios, a Dance Lab that seats 175 for presentations as well
as rehearsals; and artistic, administrative and support facilities for Houston Ballet and its academy.
Enjoy a 1-hour Studio Series Performance of Dancing Through Time with the Houston Ballet,

g plus a 1-hour “Behind the Scenes” tour. :
- u.,-'%;'i Lunch will follow at the Lyric Market Food Hall, across the street,

E

" ~Lun:;!,;%;r' where parking for the tour and lunch are available.
| Sighing Up for a Trip

Trip Coordinator Ann Fairchild may be contacted at fairann@shbcglobal.net or 281-686-1325.
She will publish complete trip details, with the opportunity to sign up, closer to the trip date.
If the traveler quota is full, you may ask to be put on a waiting list.



mailto:fairann@sbcglobal.net
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