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The museum, located at 12379 Riceville 
Road, is a cultural and educational 

museum dedicated to preserving and 
promoting Mahatma Gandhi’s legacy                

of nonviolent conflict resolution.

In early 2020 a core group traveled           
to India to tour several National Gandhi 

museums, to gain inspiration for the 
design and build of the Houston museum.

Brian Crockett, a museum consultant with 
Smithsonian credentials, guided the entire 

process, while education consultant   
Honor Moorman created a TEK-certified 

curriculum for students grade 6-12. 



The Gift Shop
was just inside the lobby, and was the perfect place to browse 

and purchase unique items following our visit

Madison
welcomed us to the museum

The above quote was posted in the Gift Shop, above the entrance to the museum proper



The MISSION of the Eternal Gandhi Museum Houston (EGMH) is to “cultivate universal values                         
of truth, nonviolence, love, peace and service through education and community dialogue and                       

to encourage visitors to embrace these values in their own lives to resolve conflicts nonviolently”. 

Its VISION is a world where conflicts are resolved by nonviolent means.

Student tours of the museum, led by docents, are encouraged.  
Students learn about Gandhi’s life, work, and teachings; how global peace leaders have been inspired 

to carry on his work; and how to personalize their experience in a meaningful way.
These curriculum-based tours are tailored for grades 6-12 and are aligned to the                                              

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).





Gentle, but Mischievious

FROM A CHILD OF FEAR TO A MAN OF FREEDOM



A Mother’s Influence

Kasturbai



Gandhi’s father encouraged 
him to enter the legal 

profession.  At age 18 he 
traveled to London to study 
law, where he had difficulty 

transitioning to Western 
culture.  He embraced Jainism, 
an ancient Indian religion that 

practiced non-violence, 
fasting, meditation and 

vegetarianism.

During his time in law school, 
he also began reading            

and learning more about 
world religions.

Following completion of law 
school in 1891, he returned to 

India, only to learn that his 
mother had recently died.



Finding steady work as a lawyer in India proved challenging, so he 
signed a 1-year contract to perform legal services in South Africa.

Upon arrival, he was appalled by the discrimination and segregation 
of Indian immigrants imposed by white British and Boer authorities.

Later  that year, Gandhi was riding a train to Pretoria in first-class 
with the appropriate ticket, when a white man complained about 
his presence there.  When Gandhi refused to move to the back of 

the train, he was forcibly thrown off the train.
This one act of civil disobedience was pivotal to Gandhi devoting 

himself to fighting prejudice based on a person’s color.



Gandhi formed the Natal Indian Congress (NIC)                     
to combat discrimination against Indians in South Africa.

It expanded to champion and provide social                     
and economic equality for all, regardless of race,                     

caste, gender or religion.

The NIC later allied with the African National Congress 
(ANC) during Nelson Mandela’s fight to end                   

apartheid in South Africa.

A few years after forming the 
NIC, he was assaulted               

and almost lynched by an 
angry white mob. 

Gandhi and his family lived 
in South Africa for the next 
20 years.  He continued to 
face threats as he pressed 

for equal rights.  



The Boer War (1899-1902) was a conflict between the 
British Empire and independent Boer republics for control 

of land and resources.   The British eventually won the war.

Out of a sense of loyalty to the British Empire, Gandhi 
assisted the British in both the Boer War and later in what 
was termed the Zulu Uprising, by organizing a volunteer 

ambulance corps comprised of fellow Indians.



The Indian Opinion 
newspaper, published every 

Friday, was intended                 
“for the moral, political and 

social advancement of 
Indians in South Africa”.

Upon leaving South Africa  
to return to India in 1914, 

Gandhi published                           
“A Farewell Letter”                       
in the newspaper.



Upon Ganhdhi’s return to India, he lived in the 
Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat.

INTENTIONAL LIVING



Satyagraha influenced Martin Luther King during the U.S. civil rights movement, Nelson Mandela’s               
struggle against apartheid in South Africa, and many others in their struggles for justice.

Satyagraha defines a philosophy of nonviolent resistance 
developed by Gandhi to combat injustice through love                          

and moral persuasion, as opposed to violence. 
It emphasizes self-suffering, truthfulness, nonviolent                               

or civil resistance, to convert opponents.



Gandhi was 
assassinated              
by a Hindu 
extremist                 
in 1948.



Indian Home Rule,                                       
written in his native language, Gujarati, 

essentially advocated for India’s 
independence from the British,               

and western civilization in general, 
through passive resistance. 

Upon its publication, it was banned            
by the British authorities.

The book has continued to receive 
mixed reviews through the years.

The “Great March” in 1913 was a strike 
by miners with the goal of reinstating 
fired workers and improving working 

conditions by revising scheduled 
working hours.  The marchers were 

mostly non-violent, with a few stones 
and bricks thrown, and were met with 
gunfire.  In all, 25 miners were killed, 

with others injured.
Overall, the march was successful,          

with miners achieving their goal                  
of improved working conditions. 



A major test of Satyagraha, or nonviolent protest, was the Salt March,                                                                                         
begun by Gandhi after his return to India, to protest the British salt monopoly and tax.

Salt has naturally occurred for thousands of years on the west coast of India along the Rann of Kutch.                               
This particular salt is of premium quality.  Salt was also produced along the coast of the Indian city of Odisha.

Taxes were imposed on Indian salt by the British East India Company, beginning in 1759, following a successful battle and 
possession of land near Calcutta.  Since that time, taxes continued to be levied on India by the British.

The 1930 march began with many of Gandhi’s trusted volunteers and covered more than 200 miles.                                        
Many Indians joined the march along the way.  Gandhi and other marchers were beaten, arrested and jailed.                    

An American journalist documented the violence; his reporting on the violence                                                
helped turn world opinion against British colonial rule of India. 

The salt tax continued.  In April 1946 Gandhi made a formal request to a finance member of a British Executive Council        
to abolish the oppressive tax.  The Council member issued an order abolishing the tax; however, the order was vetoed.  

The tax continued until it was finally abolished in 1947 by the interim government of India headed by Jawaharlal Nehru.

Gandhi was assassinated in 1948 by a Hindu extremist.





Interactive exhibits were on display throughout 
the museum.  Below right is a display of the 
young Gandhi.  Pressing each of the 3 touch pads 
gives the listener information about him at that 
stage of his life.

To the left is an 
interactive 

display of what 
Gandhi 

described                 
in 1925 as the      
7 social sins.



The museum pays tribute to other leaders, past and present, committed to facilitating profound social 
change through peaceful means.    The focus is on timeless teachings and positive outcomes.



BE THE CHANGE was a recurring theme.  
Gandhi stated that “you must be the change you wish to see in the world”. 

The display below illustrates a few of the ways to be the change for love, for truth, and for peace.

As we neared the end of the museum tour, some of us stopped to take one or two (free) colorful wristbands with 
affirmative statements such as BE THE CHANGE and NONVIOLENCE.  Booths were also available to individuals for a brief 
interactive computer exercise, which involved selecting from a choice of responses on how to personally “be the change 

you wish to see in the world”.  The exercise concluded with a booth photo of yourself with your affirmative statement 
that you could then email to yourself to print as a letter-size poster.

The museum visit was not complete without a stop in the Gift Shop!  There were many interesting items to choose from, 
including items with affirmative statements, and meditative tools such as Singing Bowls and Incense.                         

And, of course, books on Gandhi.  Learn more about the museum at egmh.org. 





Michael            
Precinct One           

bus driver  

Ann
LEOH Trip Coordinator

Following the tour, the group posed once more                      
for a photo op in front of the museum.

Everyone enjoyed lunch at Luby’s before heading home.



Future Trip

Tuesday, February 10:  Houston Ballet Performance and Tour

      Self-drive or carpool to The Margaret Alkek Williams Center for Dance, 601 Preston St. 
 

This new facility features nine dance studios, a Dance Lab that seats 175 for presentations as well          
as rehearsals; and artistic, administrative and support facilities for Houston Ballet and its academy. 

Enjoy a 1-hour Studio Series Performance of Dancing Through Time with the Houston Ballet,            
plus a 1-hour “Behind the Scenes” tour.

Lunch will follow at the Lyric Market Food Hall, across the street,                                                                   
where parking for the tour and lunch are available.

Signing Up for a Trip

Trip Coordinator Ann Fairchild may be contacted at fairann@sbcglobal.net or 281-686-1325. 
She will publish complete trip details, with the opportunity to sign up, closer to the trip date.              

 If the traveler quota is full, you may ask to be put on a waiting list.   

mailto:fairann@sbcglobal.net
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