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Trees For Houston
Welcomes You!

TREESEEOR
HOUSTON

Trees for Houston is a non-profit organization dedicated to planting, protecting and promoting trees.

Bailey Rohde (Education & Outreach Coordinator) and her associates welcomed us to the new
Trees for Houston Kinder campus at 1911 W. 34th St. in Garden Oaks.

The campus was named in honor of its lead donor, the Kinder Foundation, and is intended to serve multiple purposes: staff
headquarters, an outdoor pavilion and entertaining space, a tree nursery, and an Urban Harvest demonstration garden.
The building itself is quite modern, yet contains brick and wood, in keeping with the structure of its neighborhood ‘s
homes, built in the 1930’s and 1940’s. The wood is sho sugi ban wood, a blackened and heat steamed form of ponderosa
pine which is durable and resistant to rot and insect damage. Solar panels on the roof cover the electrical bill cost.
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The initial goal in 1983 was to ensure that trees would line city streets in the heart of Houston.
Currently, there are around 800,000 trees in the Houston area.
Last year alone, almost 70,000 trees were planted, distributed, and donated
through Trees for Houston events.
Most area parks, old and new, contain trees from Trees for Houston.

How important are trees? They are not only pleasing to the eye; they also provide welcome shade
on a hot, humid day, and absorb carbon dioxide while releasing oxygen. The Arbor Day Foundation
states that one mature tree can absorb more than 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year.

Educational events assist in bringing awareness to the organization,
encouraging participation and sponsorships.

An off-site tree farm grows around 5,000 trees per year, and contracts
with area farmers to grow many more. Most trees are strong varieties.
Fruit trees have gained in popularity in recent years.




Trees For Houston 1s
MAKING A BIG SPLASH!

This water cistern in front of you can hold 6,000
gallons of water at a time! Based on Houston's annual
rainfall, it has the potential to capture 40,000 gallons
of water each year. The harvested rainwater will be
used to irrigate thousands of trees at the 9,000 sq. ft.

tree nursery behind this building, supplying 75% of
the nursery’s annual irrigation needs.

RAINWATER CAPTURE SYSTEMS
HELP THE PLANET BY:

Encouraging sustainability
by using a renewable and
natural water source.

Reducing the strain
on water systems and
promoting conservation.

Acting as a rellable backup
source in the event of natural
disasters or water supply issues.

a
Generous support provided by: .
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THE SUN SHINES ON
Trees For Houston!

Trees For Houston is using the power of the sun to
kick its carbon-cutting efforts up a notch. This
168-panel, 75-kW solar power system can generate
up to 112 megawatts of solar energy every year,
reducing the building’s annual energy use by 50%!

Just by using 100% solar energy alone, Trees For Houston
will prevent up to 174,986 pounds of COz from being
emitted into the atmosphere each year. That’s like:
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The Sun Club, a nonprofit founded by Green Mountain Energy,
donated the solar panels and 6,000-gallon cistern.
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Landscaping and other features add to the
attractive and welcoming outdoor setting.

Container planting, using a variety of colorful
(and some edible) plants gave us ideas on how
to utilize this method at home.
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We enjoyed a tour of maturing seedlings,
learning their characteristics and where they
may be utilized the best.
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CenterPoint Energy encourages you to plant the “Right Tree in the Right Place” by co
mature height of a tree and its appropriate planting distance from power lines
For more information on trees and power lines, visit CenterPointEnergy.com/Trees.

What do | need to do before planting new trees? Low-growing trees suitable for planting near power

Before you plant, be aware of the location of any distribution lines:

utility lines, including those underground. o Texas Redbud » Texas Pistache

To locate underground lines such as electric, cable, g o Fringe Tree » Mexican Plum

telephone and gas lines, “Call Before You Dig” at » Texas Hawthorn » Little Gem Magnolia

811 nationwide. Please call at least two business * Yaupon Holly » Pygmy Date Paim

‘ days before you plan to dig. Know what's below. * Dwarf Crape Myrtle » Mediterranean Fan Paim
Call before you dig. « Southern Waxmyrtle » Windmill Palm
I Tree 2 Modiuiki Tree Zon SaallTraa Toie <A For safety and security For an approved list of power-friendly vegetation, » Texas Lilac Vitex
Trees 40 feet and Trees 40 feet or Trees 16 feet or | | reasons, trees should please visit CenterPointEnergy.com/Trees or call CenterPoint Energy at

taller at maturity shorter at maturity shorter at maturity never be pl. d i
o plantedina 12.907.977 , s .
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may be removed equipment to allow utility

from within the
right-of-way by
the utility.

need to trim or remove trees and increase your home's energy efficiency.

workers direct access.

CenterPoint.

Energy Over a Century of Trusted Service

ALWAYS THERE.

Transmission Outer Zone

Right-of-Way i Tall trees
No trees :

Safe Planting Distances for Trees near Residential Power Lines Planting near High Voltage Corridors

Learn more at treesforhouston.org; follow them on Facebook and Instagram.
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Everyone enjoyed lunch nearby before heading home!

Thanks go to trip coordinator Ann Fairchild for another
interesting trip, and to our Precinct One bus driver for safe travels!
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