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Trees for Houston is a non-profit organization dedicated to planting, protecting and promoting trees. 

Bailey Rohde (Education & Outreach Coordinator) and her associates welcomed us to the new                                    
Trees for Houston Kinder campus at 1911 W. 34th St. in Garden Oaks.   

The campus was named in honor of its lead donor, the Kinder Foundation, and is intended to serve multiple purposes: staff 
headquarters, an outdoor pavilion and entertaining space, a tree nursery, and an Urban Harvest  demonstration garden.  

The building itself is quite modern, yet contains brick and wood, in keeping with the structure of its neighborhood ‘s 
homes, built in the 1930’s and 1940’s.  The wood is sho sugi ban wood, a blackened and heat steamed form of ponderosa 

pine which is durable and resistant to rot and insect damage.  Solar panels on the roof cover the electrical bill cost.       



Artwork , such as the large  three-dimensional “tree” 
shown here on a wall inside, enhances 

the building’s aesthetics.

Below, a wall displays the names of individuals and 
foundations that have generously donated to 

Trees for Houston.



The initial goal in 1983 was to ensure that trees would line city streets in the heart of Houston. 
Currently, there are around 800,000 trees in the Houston area.  

Last year alone, almost 70,000 trees were planted, distributed, and donated                                          
through Trees for Houston events.   

Most area parks, old and new, contain trees from Trees for Houston. 
 

How important are trees?  They  are not only pleasing to the eye; they also provide welcome shade 
on a hot, humid day, and absorb carbon dioxide while releasing oxygen.  The Arbor Day Foundation 

states that one mature tree can absorb more than 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year.

Educational events assist in bringing awareness to the organization, 
encouraging participation and sponsorships.

An off-site tree farm grows around 5,000 trees per year, and contracts                                                         
with area farmers to grow many more.  Most trees are strong varieties.  

Fruit trees have gained in popularity in recent years.
 



The Sun Club, a nonprofit founded by Green Mountain Energy, 
donated the solar panels and 6,000-gallon cistern.



Landscaping and other features add to the 
attractive and welcoming outdoor setting.

Container planting, using a variety of colorful              
(and some edible) plants gave us ideas on how 

to utilize this method at home.





We enjoyed a tour of maturing seedlings,            
learning their characteristics and where they 

may be utilized the best.

Before leaving, we were invited           
to take some of the less mature 
seedlings with us, to do our part            

in making our surroundings  
greener and healthier!



Learn more at treesforhouston.org; follow them on Facebook and Instagram.



Everyone enjoyed lunch nearby before heading home!

Thanks go to trip coordinator Ann Fairchild for another             
interesting trip, and to our Precinct One bus driver for safe travels!
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