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We were greeted by 
our POST guide Aaron, 

who began our tour         
by discussing the 

history of the building, 
and its current uses.

Built in 1934, it began as a depot adjacent to Houston’s 
Grand Central Station, replacing an 1886 train depot.

With the Cold War in mind, the U.S. government purchased 
the building in the late 1950’s and redesigned it to meet FBI 

security standards, including installation of nuclear bomb 
shelters.  The building served as a major regional post office.

It was renamed in 1984 for Congresswoman Barbara Jordan. 
At one point, over 2,000 postal employees worked overnight, 

sorting millions of pieces of mail. 

        Unfortunately, it closed in 2015, due to  postal service 
budget cuts. The property is listed on the                                 

National Register of Historic Places.

The original vaults are still in 
place (but obviously not in 

use)!  One was used for 
money orders, the other for 

stamps and valuables.

Trip leader Ann cautiously 
looks inside one of the vaults.



This mixed-use facility 
displays ever-changing works 
of art, and hosts a variety of 

cultural, educational, and 
entertainment events.

Events occur throughout the 
building, including the 5-acre 

rooftop Skylawn and 
sustainable organic farm, 
and the 713 Music Hall, 

which seats 5,000.

Above:  
“Water Break” by Carrie Swim                   

acrylic and oil on canvas



To the left:  Aaron points out certain architectural building features,                
such as original pillars purposely left in their original state.                                

Looking up, we noted one of the suspended lookout galleries used by postal 
supervisors to watch employees sorting mail, to ensure no one was stealing 
mail or valuables.   These galleries were also called “spy tunnels”, with good 

reason – the lookout glass was one-way, and microphones were used                   
to listen to the staff below.

Examples of the building’s mixed-use are this NASA office,            
with its huge rotating globe, and the CAMH Lab.



Everyone made their way to 
Skylawn, some hardy (or 
foolhardy?) members by 
stairs, others by elevator.

The sign below provides many of the details of the design and purpose of Skylawn.  

Our first views of the area included a rooftop pond, some sculpted 
gardens and trees, and unobstructed views of downtown. 





Aaron continued the tour and 
lecture in a comfortable rooftop 

setting.   He shared that the 
vegetables and flowers were 

thriving until watering restrictions  
were implemented.  We did spot 

one hardy melon!



Last but not least, we explored the food court 
for our lunch selections.  Cuisine choices 

were numerous in this colorful and vibrant 
area.  On closer inspection, one might even 

spot a different type of offering!

 Thank you, trip coordinator Ann Fairchild. 
The POST was definitely an interesting, 

historic, and fun place to visit.    
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