
LEOH Trip
San Jacinto Monument & Museum

July 12, 2023

Thank you, Ann Fairchild,                      
for another interesting                      

and fun trip!

Thank you, James,                                    
our Precinct One bus driver,                

for a safe trip!



The sheer size of the 
monument was quite 

impressive!



One of our first stops inside  was the Jesse H. Jones Theatre for Texas Studies,                                         
to enjoy a movie and refresh our memories and facts regarding Texas history. 

 



There were numerous battles and skirmishes between 
the Mexican army and the Texians,  who were fighting 
for independence. When the Alamo in San Antonio fell 

on March 6, 1836, and Alamo defenders were either 
killed during the battle or executed afterward,  and 

when hundreds of Goliad defenders were executed on 
March 27, “Remember the Alamo” and “Remember 

Goliad”  became the Texan battle cries. 

The opportunity for revenge and Texas independence 
came the following month, as General Sam Houston and 
his troops pursued Mexican General Antonio Lopez  de 
Santa Anna and his army, who were heading south to 
control the coastline.  Both armies were headed for 

Lynch’s Ferry, where  Buffalo Bayou and the San Jacinto 
River flowed together into the bay.  The Texans arrived 
first and took control of the ferry.  When the Mexicans 

arrived on April 20th, a brief skirmish ensued,                     
then both sides retreated.

Santa Anna’s choice of campsite, plus a lack of sentries 
on the afternoon of April 21st, allowed the Texans          

to mount a surprise attack for an easy victory.
Mexican troops numbered about 1,250 at the time, 

while the Texan troops numbered about 930.                      
After a battle of around 18 minutes, the Texans had lost 
just a handful of men, while the Mexican casualties were 

about 630, with another 700 taken prisoner,                  
including Santa Anna.





Monument Facts

The monument is 567 feet tall (taller than the Washington 
Monument), is the tallest war monument in the U.S., and is said 

to be one of the finest examples of Moderne (Art Deco) 
architecture in the U.S.  The American Society of Civil Engineers 
has recognized it as a National Historical Engineering Landmark.

The monument base contains text panels highlighting significant 
historical events of the Texas Revolution.                                                 

The 34-foot tall star at the monument top weighs 220 tons,              
and is made of stone, steel, and concrete.

In 1938 the San Jacinto State Park Commission requested that 
George A Hill, Jr., chair a  board to plan and organize a museum  

of history within the monument.  Mr. Hill had already been 
collecting historical documents and relics in Texas as well as in 
Mexico for many years, to one day become museum exhibits.   

He continued to procure exhibits from others, as well as 
donations.  These can be viewed on  the first floor, which also 

includes the theater and a gift shop. 

The second floor contains  the Albert and Ethel Herzstein Library, 
which contains writings, research materials, and much more.   

The library may be visited by appointment only.

The top floor serves as the observation deck, which affords 
impressive views of the ship channel and the locations                           

of the Texan and Mexican camps.

Building The Monument 

The Texas Veterans Association began planning a 
formal monument at the battle site not long 

after the battle; however, the land was privately 
owned.  Funding was finally received by the state 

to purchase the land in the 1890’s.

After years of pushing by the Sons and Daughters  
of the Republic of Texas, and later with a little 
help from President Roosevelt’s Secretary of 

Commerce, the notable Houstonian and 
businessman/philanthropist Jesse H. Jones,
additional funding was finally raised to build                 

the impressive monument. 

It was designed by architect Alfred C. Finn, 
engineer Robert J. Cummins, and Jesse H. Jones.  

Groundbreaking took place on the battles’ 
centennial date, April 21,1936, and the 
completed monument was dedicated                 

on April 21st, 1939. 



Beautiful paintings, 
and even some 

dioramas!



Beautiful paintings, 
and even some 

dioramas!













Time to enjoy the wonderful views 
from the observation floor                     

and take pictures!  





To the right:
While enjoying the views of the grounds and ship channel,  the up-close 

view of the layering on the outer monument walls was also attention-
getting.   A beautiful finishing touch, comprised of fossilized                  

Cordova cream shellstone.



To the left:
Our trip to the monument was not 
complete without a very interesting 

and entertaining bus tour of the 
grounds and accompanying talk by 

Katelyn, the battlegrounds tour 
director.  She pointed out the 

Mexican and Texan camps and other 
sites, while giving us a fuller picture 

of how and where the battle 
unfolded, and its aftermath.

She also passed around a 4-lb 
musket ball.  Both 4 and 6-lb balls 

were used in the battle.

To the right:
Everyone enjoyed riding in a sleek new 

Precinct One hybrid bus, plus having 
great views from the windows!

Seating was also improved, with an 
elevated section, and with some seats 

facing different directions. (And note the 
proud owner of a new Texas-themed bow 

tie from the Monument gift shop!)



No trip is complete without           
a lunch break!  

We stopped in at the 
Monument Inn, and enjoyed a 

great lunch and great view             
of the ship channel.
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