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The building, named for museum patrons Nancy and 
Rich Kinder, is a recent addition to the MFAH,                   

and is devoted to international collections                      
of modern and contemporary art.

The Kinders established a foundation in 1997 to 
provide major gifts to public causes, with the goal that 
of helping others realize healthy and rewarding lives.

Senior docent Margaret Hansen (shown here with 
LEOH trip coordinator Ann Fairchild) led us on a tour 

of the art in this beautiful building.   Thanks to  
“whisper ear” style technology, we were able to easily 

hear our docent’s remarks throughout the tour.

Thank you, Ann, for making this tour possible! 



…but first…
The day’s adventure began for most of us with a ride on the Red Line 
Metro rail, starting from the Fannin South station.  After exiting at the 

train’s museum stop, it was a short walk to the Bodegas Taco Shop, 
where we met with two more of our group to enjoy lunch.



Our visit began by walking through the beautiful                           
and colorful illuminated bridge                                                                      

(the immersive light installation by Olafur Eliasson).

One of the first works of art that we enjoyed was an immense wall 
hanging by a South African artist.  Composed primarily of bottle 

caps, it is intended as a statement about the high rate                    
of alcoholism in his country.

The artistic piece to the left is made of a canvas-like material.

Both artists, when asked about how to display their pieces,              
left it to the museum to allow them to drape naturally,                      

rather than in a predetermined way, when installed.



Yes, the museum can be fun, as we see ourselves 
in this large “fun house” style mirror!



This gallery was all about light!   

Exhibits included objects                  
suspended from the ceiling.



To the left, art pieces in this gallery                    
represent motion.

Below, left, a metallic work of art may remind 
some viewers of rush hour in Houston.

Below, the large metal monster entitled               
“La sordidez (Sordidness)” is part of Latin 

American artist Antonio Berni’s
“cosmic monsters“ series.           



We stopped to admire the museum’s fine-dining restaurant,           
Le Jardinier at MFAH.  What a lovely setting, with lots of natural 

light, a large wall mural, and art pieces scattered throughout                  
(such as the pieces displayed on a counter in the bar area).



Colorful paintings, some with bold               
colors, in these paintings.



We also enjoyed viewing outdoor              
sculptures during our tour.

Below is the large bronze Inner Landscape 
(the lithosphere, the roots, the water) by 

artist Cristina Iglesias.   Too bad our Houston 
clouds could not provide more water!

Below, the stairs in this multi-story 
museum are themselves works of art.           

The piece of art on the right is a different 
type of staircase.

The colorful elongated wall art below            
(on the right above the stairs) is entitled 

“Damascus Gate (Stretch Variation III)”, by 
Frank Stella.  It arrived unstretched and 

the canvas was then carefully stretched by 
experts into its appropriate position.



Popular at one time, some 
artists were commissioned to 
paint directly on the wall in a 

home, such as these walls 
surrounding fireplaces.

A Picasso portrait seems 
interested in these                   
fireplace paintings.



LEOH member Donna Hahus
is dwarfed by this huge wall 

installation.

While very 
different, these two 
chairs are beautiful 

examples of 
intricate wood 

carving from single 
pieces of wood.



Time to head home and look forward to the next trip!

ALL ABOARD!  


