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Joseph Celestain, one of several Precinct 3 drivers 
who have safely and comfortably transported 

LEOH travelers, welcomes everyone
aboard for the trip to Bayou Bend.

The recent redistricting plan means future trips 
will be taken with drivers from Precinct 1.
We will miss Joseph and the other drivers 

we came to know from Precinct 3!



Bayou Bend Collection & Gardens began in 1925 as 14 
acres of natural woodlands and ravines, purchased by 

Ima Hogg and her brothers, Will and Mike, 
in a new neighborhood called River Oaks.

The land was bordered on two sides by a bend in Buffalo 
Bayou; thereafter, the estate came to be known as Bayou 

Bend.  Ima Hogg then lived there between 1928-1965.
According to Miss Hogg, the land was basically a “dense 

thicket”, so she set about planning the gardens even 
before the house was completed in 1926.  

Both brothers lived there briefly, before one married 
and moved away, and the other died.

The seven themed gardens, a terrace, and woodland 
ravines that she envisioned evolved primarily 

between 1934-1942. 

In 1934, the gardens became part of the 
River Oaks Garden Club’s first Azalea Trail.

Bayou Bend is recognized as the first historic public 
garden in Texas to practice organic gardening.

Miss Hogg was a Houston civic leader and philanthropist, 
and over a period of 50 years, before and during the time 

she lived there, she collected over 2,500 
rare and important examples of early American 

paintings and decorative arts, 
which are displayed in a total of 28 rooms.

The collection includes items dating from 1620-1876.

In her early life, she attended the University of Texas at 
Austin; moved to New York City to study piano and music 
theory; then spent two years in Vienna studying music.  
When she returned to Texas, she helped establish and 

manage the Houston Symphony Orchestra.

Other endeavors included establishing the 
Hogg Foundation for Mental Health at the University of 

Texas; and successfully running for a seat on the 
Houston School Board, where she championed 

women and minority causes.

Miss Hogg (1882-1975) deeded her magnificent home,  
gardens, and collection to the Museum of Fine Arts in 

1957.  Bayou Bend opened to the public in 1966.



The tour began in the Lora Jean Kilroy 
Visitor and Education Center.

Through some short videos and discussion, 
docents introduced us to the philanthropic 

legacy of Ima Hogg and the Hogg family.

There were several displays of beautiful 
and historic items on view in the visitor 

center, such as these pictured here.



The plaque to the right describes items (partially 
shown here) in the display case.

Information includes each object’s use, the metal 
it is made of,  and the original location and 

timeframe of each object.

Above, Donna (and 
others of us who  were 
interested in the crystal 

objects in a different 
display case) learned 
from the guide that 
what looked like a 

typical crystal flower 
vase was actually 
intended to hold

celery sticks!



Images of Miss Hogg



Staff greeted us as we exited the 
Visitor Center.

The Visitor Center is separated from the house 
and gardens by a suspension bridge 

over the bayou.

This was a fun way to begin the 
remainder of the  tour!



Our group was split into smaller groups 
for the house tour.  Here, our group’s 

docent described the objects in the room.
We learned that wall-to-wall rugs 

covered most floors. The  walls in this dining room 
are covered with decorative canvas.



Note the variety and beauty of the rug patterns and furniture coverings.
A harp graces one room – was it ever played to accompany a meal, 

or otherwise entertain guests?





Miss Hogg acquired pieces of her collection in 
a variety of ways.  She admired this chair 

while visiting someone in their home; later, 
the owner agreed to part ways with the chair.



Fabrics have held up well over many years, such as the 
patterned hand-stitched bedding to the right.



Texas was represented with a flair in this room.  
Note the horned chair.







Following the house tour, we were free 
to roam on our own to tour the beautiful 

gardens and other landscaping.







Admiring a “Champion” sycamore tree









Time to return to the bus 
and head for lunch!

That meant we enjoyed crossing the 
suspension bridge one last time!

To learn much, much more, and to enjoy many 
beautiful photos of the house and gardens, 

a great website to visit is the following:

mfah.org/visit/bayou-bend-collection-and-gardens



Lunch at the Black Walnut Cafe, before we headed back home.


