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The trip began with a slight 

“bump in the road”.
It was a warm day, and the 

AC on the county bus 
was not working.  

Another bus, 
with working AC, 

was definitely needed! 

Everyone waited patiently 
in the parking lot 

for another bus to arrive, 
and we made it to 

our destination  
slightly late, 

but in comfort!



Thanks in large part to the vision of 
oil industry investor George P. Mitchell, 

The Woodlands is a master-planned community  that won a 
Special Award for Excellence in 1994 from the Urban Land 

Institute, and in 2021 was rated the 
#1 “Best City to Live in America” by Niche.

Located in a heavily forested area, The Woodlands has 
maintained much of the wooded landscape throughout, 

even as businesses and population thrive and grow.
This has made the township a beautiful and nature-friendly 

area for both businesses and residents.

The Woodlands is divided into eight villages, which are 
subdivided into neighborhoods.  Each village has its own 

amenities, while remaining close to the 
Town Center and Waterway commerce and entertainment.

The township continues to rebuff the idea of incorporation.  

As of 2021, the population is well over 100,000.



Following a tour by bus to view 
some of the sights and lights, 

it was time for an early dinner!
Those who chose to enjoy a walk to 
the restaurant, rather than a ride, 
strolled by the water and viewed  

holiday lights in the  pavilion 
and park area.





Our strollers enjoyed seeing beautiful lighted displays and landscaping, on the way to the restaurant.
Peeking out of the trees is none other than a statue of George P. Mitchell.





A few of our members chose to ride 
the free Pavilion trolley, while 
enjoying the sights in the park.  

Others chose to continue their walk, 
eventually arriving at the restaurant.



Time for dinner at The Goose’s Acre Bistro & Irish Pub!
Our large group took over a main dining area, to enjoy food, drink, and conversation. 

The pub originated in Midleton, County Cork, Ireland, directly in front of “The Goose’s Acre”,  so named because geese gaggles 
grazed there in the 1800’s.  The pub opened in 1886, and then was handed down through the years to family members.  

In 2005, the pub was forced to close to make way for new development.   Luckily, two visitors to Ireland decided to purchase the
pub and ship it across the Atlantic, promising to continue the pub’s traditions, and keep many of the furnishings.

Years earlier, prior to the pub closing in Ireland, the geese grazing area was removed.                                      
A verse lamenting the removal is carved on the pub bar:                                                                      

“They shot the felon who stole the goose from out the acre, but let the greater felons loose, who stole the acre from the goose”





Exiting the pub, everyone was treated to 
beautiful lighted displays along the waterway.



Our bus tour continued throughout 
neighborhoods and around Town Center.

Pictures taken through bus windows are never 
ideal, but everyone was afforded great views!





We were honored to have 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus join us 

on our trip!

Thanks to Ann for yet 
another great trip.  

Thanks to our bus driver 
for making it a safe and 

comfortable one!


