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Bryan Museum, Galveston



Upon arriving in Galveston, our bus driver, 
Chris, took us on a tour of the Galveston  
sea turtle artwork found around the city.

These are just a few of the ones we spotted.                                                             
Beautiful and inspiring!



Along the way, we saw numerous murals.                                      
And note the Carnival cruise ship in the background,                             

docked and ready to resume sailing!



Our trip began in late morning, 
so after enjoying the art tour, 

we were ready for LUNCH!
Everything tasted good at 

Shrimp ’N Stuff.



The Bryan Museum has an interesting 
history.  In 1894, philanthropist Henry 

Rosenberg  bequeathed funds to the city 
for construction of a modern orphanage 

to be built in the Gothic Revival style.  
The Galveston Orphans Home was 
quickly completed and dedicated            

in late 1895.

Just five years later, the great storm of 
September 8, 1900, destroyed many 

buildings and took thousands of lives.          
The orphanage was damaged, yet no lives 

were lost, and in fact, staff took in                   
storm survivors.  



Immediately following the disastrous 1900 storm, 
famed news publisher William Randolph Hearst hosted 
a charity bazaar at New York’s Waldorf Astoria, and with 
the help of others, such as Mrs. John Astor, and Mark

Twain,  sufficient funds were raised to rebuild.   
It was quickly rebuilt, with improvements,                                      

and reopened in 1902.

Through many more storms, only hurricanes in 1915
and 1961 (Carla), and the Texas City explosion in 1947,             

inflicted any damage to the building.

In 1984, operations were moved to an                 
adjacent building, leaving the previous orphanage             

to become abandoned and dilapidated.

In 1987,  Ross Dinyari bought the abandoned building, 
and invested a great deal of his time and money into 

remodeling it in a Victorian style, to serve as his private 
residence, which he named Tavilleh.  He enjoyed 

hosting many events at Tavilleh,  including his own 
wedding.  He also invested much of his time and money 

in philanthropic efforts in Galveston, the city whose 
culture, history, and people, he had come to love.

Ross’s wife, Rosmarie, loved Tavilleh, but not as a 
home.  They moved away in the late 1990’s.

In 2013, J.P. Bryan purchased the building from Ross, 
who had thought that one day his Tavilleh might 

become a library or museum.  Mr. Bryan obviously 
thought so, too, and after extensive renovation, the 

Bryan Museum, with 20,000 square feet                        
of exhibit space, opened in June 2015. 

As a boy, J.P. began his collection of western 
memorabilia by acquiring two pistols.

While attending the University of Texas, he became 
interested in Texana items and  collecting in earnest, 

starting with rare books.  His uncle, a judge, 
contributed by willing him a large collection of Texas 

literature.  The  museum now houses a very large and  
eclectic mix of western and Texan-themed  pieces.

The mission of the museum is                   
“to bring the history of Texas                      

and the American West to life”.



Just outside the entrance, two docents  gave 
a brief introduction to the museum.  Our 

large group was divided among the two, to 
ensure plenty of room for each group to 

enjoy the museum galleries:
• Spanish Colonial
• Texas Frontier
• Statehood and Beyond
• Rest of the West
• Texas Masters



Above left, a unique fiddle case allowed its owner to store his ammo 
and gun, ready for something other than a concert!

The museum has an extensive and varied collection of firearms.

And lots of sombreros!



And lots of spurs and saddles!  There were many beautiful leather 
saddles, with intricate designs in leather and silver.

The collection includes paintings and sketches by several artists, 
including those of famous Western artists                                               
Frederick Remington and Charles Russell.                 



The Onderdonks, father and son, painted numerous pictures 
depicting the old West.  Son Julian Onderdonk enjoyed 

painting nature.  Above are two that seem so very Texan –
prickly pears and bluebonnets.



The museum has a large diorama of the Battle of San Jacinto, 
April 21, 1836.



Our last stop on the museum tour was the basement,               
where we viewed items on display from the time                          

the building was used as an orphanage.                                                                        
There were many interesting artifacts,                                        

including children’s toys.              



The museum offers  many educational programs                
and opportunities, particularly to children.

Each gallery includes touch screens,                                      
making a self-guided tour easy and informative. 

Learn much more about the museum at 
thebryanmuseum.org.



Our day was not over!  As we exited the museum, we were treated to live 
music, a wine bar, gift shop, and numerous vendors offering food, plants,  and 
crafts.  We also enjoyed viewing the landscaped grounds, as well as noting the 

beautiful conservatory, used for a variety of events.









Time to head back to Houston.
Ann Fairchild planned and 

executed another successful trip, 
and Chris ensured we reached 

our destinations safely                        
and on time!


