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Upon arrival, we were

met by our guide

Cyndi Maurstad



Retired Lt. Col. Don Houd
(seen at the bottom of a 
picture of the renowned 
Jimmy Doolittle) gave a 

thrilling account (as if he were 
there) of actions taken 

following the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor as they related to 
Jimmy Doolittle.  His talk 

included slides of pictures 
from that time, truly making 

history come alive for us.

• To the left are lists of the 
Honors, Awards, and 
Military Decorations 
awarded to Jimmy Doolittle.

• Below is the audacious and 
seemingly impossible 
mission objective of striking 
back by attacking Tokyo.



• Below is a replica of the carrier and the 16 B-25’s that carried out the mission on 
April 18, 1942.  Planes had never been launched from a carrier before this.  The 
feeling was that this would likely be a suicide mission.

• The mission was a success.  Tokyo and other intended targets were hit.  Out of 
80 crewmen (5 per plane), 77  initially survived the mission.  Of the 16 planes, 15 
made it to friendly territory in China with the intent of refueling; however, all 16 
crashed.

• Jimmy Doolittle thought the mission was a failure, because he lost all 16 planes.  
He was prepared to be court-martialed.  Instead, he was promoted to Brigadier 
General, and received the Medal of Honor.

• The successful mission was not just retaliation for Pearl Harbor.  It proved to be a 
morale booster for Americans and gave notice to Japan that their country was 
vulnerable to air attacks.







• We saw and heard about many beautiful 
and innovative aircraft, from previous eras 
to the present.  

• Above, note one of the first commercial 
planes, a Continental Airlines plane that 
was used for mail drops.

• The helicopter is the same model used to 
transport workers to and from offshore oil 
field platforms.



Flight Simulator
Children and adults can enjoy indoor adventures 

flying drones, using the flight simulator,                     
and/or immersing themselves in Virtual Reality

The museum keeps all aircraft well-maintained.                                     
Some are used in airshows, and a variety of aircraft                                 

are available to be booked for personal flights.
Find out more at lonestarflight.org



After a fine lunch at                
Kelly’s Country Cookin’,                   
our next stop was the    

Butler Longhorn Museum
in League City.  

Milby Butler was born in 
1888.  After his father’s 
death in 1921, he joined 

his ranching business with 
his mother’s in League 

City. He had always heard 
about the tough Texas 

Longhorns, a dying breed, 
and decided to breed 
them, as well as their 

Brahman cattle.

Our bus driver did a                 
great job getting us safely 

from place to place.



Our first longhorn to see was  “Classic Ace”, a beloved Butler longhorn who 
died of natural causes at age 38.  Look at his beautiful horns!

We learned from our guide that the Texas Longhorn originated                                           
from a Spanish breed.  The quality and value of a true longhorn today                     

is in their genetic makeup, not their horn length.

The Butlers strived to maintain the true breed,                                                              
so thanks to them there are many purebred Texas longhorns around today.



Above is a ceiling full of longhorns.  There was a wide 
variety of horn shapes and sizes to be seen, all 

fantastic!  Our guide assured us that all animals on 
display died of natural causes.

To the right are two pictures of the same art piece.  
Note the detail in the bottom picture.  A wide variety 
of metal objects were incorporated, including guns!



Meet “Miss John Wayne”.   In 1959, the 
producers of the John Wayne film “The 

Alamo”  loved the look of the longhorns, 
and she appeared in the movie.  John 

Wayne  became enthralled with her, and 
wanted to buy her, along with some 

other cattle.  Milby Butler said NO.  He 
needed to keep her for breeding 

purposes.  (She was named Miss John 
Wayne following this.)

Our guide is with a small herd of cows.  
The original Bevo is on the far left.



Above, far left, is an example of a room in early 
ranching days; in the middle, an example of a 

later period in the Butler home.                                       
Note the detail on the longhorn chair.

Find out more about Texas longhorns at 
ButlerLonghornMuseum.com


