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Hemi Hideout; HMNS Planetarium

Hemi Hideout is located north of 
Houston in Pattison. The Hideoutis 

the culmination of a dream of 
John Hovas, who, at an early age, 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ-
мфтлΩǎ 5ƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ 

muscle cars. 
The building consists of 21,700 sq. 

ft, with a 54-foot tall scissor-
arched copula, built of Douglas fir 
from sustainable forest.  Mortise 
and tenon joinery (no nails) was 

used in construction, and the  
building was constructed to be 

energy-efficient. 



As you walk in, you must first  become accustomed to being bathed in neon lighting from the many 
vintage neon signs on display!  The Hemi blue elephant is easy to spot, along with the classic 

restored Hemisin a rainbow of hues.  Below left, the chameleon hemi is so-called

because the color can seem to change from                         
ŜƎƎǇƭŀƴǘ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǘƻΧ

Below right, how about this spoiler alert!



So many neon signs to marvel at!  We spent much of our tour looking up at them!  There 
were also many other displays of collectibles, even including a woolly mammoth tusk.  

Below right, tour guide Shelly Gates points out some antique museum-quality items and 
colorful paintings.  Shelly is not just the tour guide; she is also the Hemi Hideout exterior 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƻǊΦ   ¢ƘŜ IƛŘŜƻǳǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ мфрлΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŘƛƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŘŀ 

fountain, along with a large outdoor patio and BBQ.  The Christmas season was a perfect 
time to tour, as the grounds and interior were beautifully decorated.


