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Danish Heritage Museum in Danevang,
and Houston Southwest  Police Station

On the way to Danevang, we drove by the 
historic Wharton County Courthouse, restored 

to its original art deco design in 2007, and 
part of the commercial  district listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

After a brief stop at Buc-ees, we 
arrived at the Danevang Lutheran 

Church, founded in 1894.  The granite 
monument seen at the right of the 
photo is dedicated to the founding 

Danish immigrant families.



While there are over 40 Lutheran denominations in North 
America, our guides explained that their church is part of a 

less strict, “fun” Lutheran denomination, the  LCMC 
(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ),  whose 
mission is “Jesus is Lord and Savior, So we love all and 

worship One”.  

Above is a picture of the church in August 1945, 
destroyed completely by a tropical storm.                                                 

That year’s cotton crop was also lost.

To the left, a close-up of a Viking ship model in the 
church.  Traditionally, the Danish go to heaven on a ship, 

rather than with the angels.
As we left the church, we noted that the museum also 

has a Viking ship, in the form of a weathervane.



The Danish Heritage and Preservation Society 
was formed in 1993 to preserve the history of  

the early life of the approximately 70 early 
Danish families.   The Danish Heritage Museum 

was dedicated in 2001.  It was built in the 
Danish tradition, with barn-like features and 

topped with a red roof.

To the left is a property map 
listed by owners, between 
1894 and 1900.  Note the 

Danish names , such as Larsen, 
Rasmussen, Jensen, Hansen, 

and Andersen.                               
To the right are examples of 

farming equipment from that 
time:  a wheelbarrow holding a 

hand-cranked corn shucker.

Guide Irvin Wind, a 
descendant of the 

earliest settlers, took 
us on a tour of a 
nearby Pioneer 
House, which 

displayed examples of 
early Danish 

craftmanship.
Settlers determined 
that farming was the 
best way to make a 

living.  Cotton was and 
still is the major crop.



Surrounded by museum memorabilia and 
beautiful gift displays, we enjoyed a traditional 

and very delicious Danish lunch:  Danish 
meatballs with (wonderful) gravy, new red 

potatoes, red cabbage, pickled beets, cucumber 
salad, bread, and dessert.

Those of Danish descent from this area are 
encouraged to provide any photos and other 

documentation they may have, that will add to 
the history of Danevang,                                                 

the “Danish Capital of Texas”.



Officers Prince and 
Kirby escorted us to 
their spacious 2,300 

square foot 
Community Room 
for an introduction 

to the station, 
which was  

dedicated in 
December 2017.

Leaving Danevang in her 
rearview mirror, our bus 
driver delivered us to our 
final site visit of the day, 
the new and beautiful 

Houston Southwest             
Police Station.



There are several signs prominently displayed throughout the station.       
The upper left sign is the actual sign from the old Beechnut station                

that the new station replaced.



We toured the station’s exercise room; viewed a “quiet room” where officers can decompress 
from their workday stresses; noted several break areas; and observed the area                             

dedicated to our current city leaders and former station commanders.                                                  
All in all, a wonderful facility and environment for Houston’s finest!


